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KCMUN Trip to Harvard MUN 2023

fEZ / Craig Mitchell

ang Chiao Model United Nations was finally able to attend an overseas MUN

trip, 4 years after the last trip, due to the opening of borders after the COVID 19
pandemic.. Having previously attended HMUN 2019, the conference finally provided
many of our current students with their first opportunity for an overseas trip. Held in
Boston every year, the HMUN 2023 conference was their seventieth session and
provided a wonderful setting for students to put their critical thinking skills to the test
in creating novel solutions to some of the most pressing issues facing the world today
. Kang Chiao was able to send a team of 12 students from grade 10 and 11 and
two supervisors, Dean Frankie and Craig Mitchell, to compete against almost 4000
students from over 40 different countries.

The team first traveled from Taiwan to New York on January 24th and returned
on February 1st, then from New York to Boston by bus to attend the HMUN 2023
conference held at the Sheraton and Marriott hotels from January 26- 29th. All
the students were thrilled at the chance to fly again and to interact with students
from America and all over the world. The KCMUN team prepared rigorously for the
conference with over 6 practice sessions held to research topics such as the peaceful
use of outer space and cybercrime and cryptocurrency fraud.The students gave
a great account of themselves, behaving impeccable throughout the conference,
collaborating, negotiating and finally drafting clauses for their draft resolutions.
Despite not winning any awards, all the students performed admirably, gaining
experience and rediscovering their competitiveness.

The size and international nature of the conference make it an opportunity
for learning that extends beyond the confines of a committee session. Our
students were able to go on a Harvard tour, take the Boston T, walk around the
city and make new friends from all over the world. It was most pleasing to see
the students socializing with students and making an effort to learn about the
different cultures of the students. Students would often organize extra meetings
to collaborate and find meaningful solutions to the problems. At the end of the
conference there were a lot of numbers and social media profiles shared and
hopefully lifelong friendships were formed.Overseas trips add so much value to
our KCMUN program and when the students reluctantly returned, they shared
their experiences with our junior chairs and Kang Chiao students, inspiring a new
generation of chairs and delegates. The competitive edge that has been lacking
over the past few years has now been re-established and all of our students look
forward to participating in more international conferences in the coming years.

KANG CHIAO

TERNATIONAL SCHOOL
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